
All that glitters is not gold – An idiom that means something may look good, but it 
really isn’t.      That company looks good to invest in, but you should do some 
research on it first.  All that glitters is not gold! 
 

My two cents -A figure of speech for a person’s opinion.   Example:  The boss asked 
for my two cents about the new project.  John always wants to give his two cents, 
even if no one wants it.      IMO   IMHO 
 

There’s a method to his/her madness – A figure of speech that means that even if 
something a person is doing or planning looks strange, it may be very wise and well 
planned.   Example:  Jane always seems disorganized, but there’s a method to her 
madness. 
 

Up to My Ears – A figure of speech that means a person is experiencing a large 
amount of something.  Example:  I’m up to my ears in homework this weekend!  All 
of my friends gave me perfume for my birthday, now I’m up to my ears with it!   
 

Jump at the chance – A figure of speech that means being willing to do something 
immediately.  Example:  If I were offered free air tickets to Italy, I would jump at the 
chance to go!     
 

As fast as lightning – A figure of speech that means very fast.   Example:  That 
athlete can run as fast as lightning!   
 

Back to the wall – A figure of speech that means a person is in a position where they 
must do something about a situation.  Example:  My back is to the wall now and I 
must either pay my debt or go to jail.   
 

A close call – When a person is very close to a disaster, but avoids it.  Example:  It 
was a close call, but I was able to avoid hitting the deer in the road.     
 

Too close for comfort -  When a person has a very close encounter with something 
dangerous or uncomfortable.  Example:  Even though I avoided the deer in the road, 
it was too close for comfort!   
 

Dilly-Dally – Slang for doing something too slowly.   Example:  Don’t dilly dally 
when it’s time to catch the bus.  It won’t wait for you!   Gerund form – dilly dallying 
Also:  drag your feet    be a slo-poke 
 

Out of the woods – A figure of speech for when a difficulty has passed, but there are 
still some problems to deal with.  You’re not completely safe yet.   Example:  Even 
though the winter storm is gone, we’re not out of the woods yet because the 
temperatures are so cold.           Even though our Visa is approved, we’re not out of 
the woods yet as we have to have an interview.   
 

Brand – Slang for a name, term, design, or symbol that identifies a person or 
company as different from other people or companies.   Example:  The brand of 
Tesla is to promote sustainable energy in the world.     Netflix’s brand is to give 
customers freedom in creating their entertainment. 



 
  


